Debate Camp by Neil Sethi and Neil Chaudhary
Debate camp is becoming an increasingly important part of debate. Not only does it allow a debater to mature over the summer as a person, it greatly improves just about every skill with debate. All debaters that attend debate camp improve in just about every way as debaters – research, speaking, skills (flowing or efficiency), argument knowledge, and topic knowledge. In addition, they research to produce vast quantities of evidence that help throughout the season to secure victories. Finally, most camps have debaters debate many times during the course of the camp, allowing for great practice.
Though it is not a necessity, debate camp is highly recommended and generally gives debaters an advantage over debaters that do not attend camp. Not only is camp an enjoyable experience for most students, it also allows them to make friends all over the nation, which they can keep in touch with throughout the year. This is useful for knowing what types of arguments are focused on in what places.
Although price is sometimes an issue, 99% of debaters find that camp is worth the money and a joyful experience. Additionally, the majority of camps offer financial aid that is not difficult to obtain if one applies early enough. 
A typical day at debate camp consists of an early breakfast followed by either a lecture important to the year’s resolution or a lab meeting. Either way, lab follows a lecture until lunch time. After lunch, labs meet once more to engage in drills or practice debates and the day usually concludes with practice on personal skills through rebuttal re-dos (scripted rebuttal speeches to rehearse perfection) as well as speed drills (to practice speed reading) and flow drills (to practice note-taking at high speeds). Sometimes, labs travel in groups for fun activities in the evening as well, such as to the movie theater. Finally, dinner is followed by a shortened lab period. At the end of the day, students are able to spend time in their dorms, enjoy themselves, and are instructed to sleep by a certain time. Although this schedule occurs in different orders depending on the camp, the same basic structure is present at all camps.
Of the following list, the most recommended and attended camps include Dartmouth, Gonzaga, Michigan State, Northwestern and Michigan.

CNDI – Cal Berkeley Debate Institute

The CNDI camp features a great faculty, a lab structure that gives students options for targeted instruction in our Kritik or Practicum labs, circuit level training in the Regents or all around instruction in our Traditional labs, and two program options.

Costs:

2-Week Policy Debate Option: $1750

3-Week Policy Debate Option: $2500

The extra week in the 3-week option features an extra week of practice rounds and theory/lecture discussion.

For more information, visit http://caldebate.com/cndi/index.html.

DDW- Dartmouth Debate Workshop

The Dartmouth Debate Workshop is a program for debaters during the summer prior to their Sophomore or Junior year in high school. The Workshop is specially designed to serve the needs of younger and less experienced policy debaters, but it has also expanded to include advanced freshman debaters. The program offers a balance of theory, strategy, and skills, along with a considerable amount of research.

*Costs of the Workshop are $2950; this covers tuition, housing, and a meal plan. There is no application fee. 
For more information, visit http://debate.dartmouth.edu/Workshops/ddw.php
DDI- Dartmouth Debate Institute
The Dartmouth Debate Institute is a rigorous four-week program for advanced high school debaters on the Dartmouth campus in Hanover, New Hampshire. The DDI typically has a good staff that can help expand and develop your child’s knowledge and debating skills.

The cost* of this four week camp is $3900. This covers tuition, housing, and a declining-balance meal plan. A $50 damage deposit will be required and returned in cash to students at the time of their departure from the Institute. 
For more information, visit http://debate.dartmouth.edu/Workshops/ddi.php.

ENDI-Emory National Debate Institute


ENDI takes place at Emory University in Georgia. It is divided into two distinct programs: the two-week and the four-week. The two week program is for debaters of all experience levels, including rising sophomores. In the two-week, students will be divided into groups of 12 to 20 students taught by debate coaches and current college debaters. The four-week program is exclusively for rising second year debaters. This is a new addition to the Emory Debate summer camp. The four week institute accepts precisely 48 students for the four week institute insuring that the camp will guarantee a maximum of an 8 to 1 ratio of faculty to students. It focuses on debate at a relatively advanced level so that debaters will be prepared for their second year.


ENDI, like all the other camps, also provides a rich social experience for your child. Even more, the ENDI camps are close to home, so frequent visits are possible.

The costs* of the camps are as follows:

· ENDI 2-week: $1500 [plus a $20 application fee]

· ENDI 4-week (Sophomores) : $3200 [plus a $20 application fee]

These fees cover the full cost of tuition, a room in the Residence Hall, Dining for 3 meals a day, lab copying fees, social events, and all activities that take place during the camp. 


For more information, visit http://www.emory.edu/BF/endi.php.

GDI- Gonzaga Debate Institute

The GDI is the largest summer institute in the west and has earned a reputation as one of the top high school debate institutes in the nation. Last year over 200 students from 40 states attended programs at the GDI.  The GDI is sponsored by the Gonzaga University Debate Progam. 

Regardless of your skill level, argument preference, or experience the GDI can help you achieve your goals. Whether those goals include winning your first novice tournament or winning the TOC the GDI can provide you a highly educational, extremely competitive and, most importantly, fun atmosphere for summer institute.

The GDI includes a student-catered curriculum ranging from practice debates to research. Activities for fun include laser tag and kickball.

Basic costs*: 

Zag Scholars - $2500
Four Week Varsity Program - $2400

The Debate Track - $1700
Two Week Skill Programs - $1300
The Novice Program - $1000

Zag Scholars is the top lab at GDI. The Debate Track is a 4-week camp that focuses on practice debates. The two week programs include a skill-based and a varsity transition lab. The novice program focuses on learning the basics of debate.
For more information, visit http://www.gonzagadebate.com/GDI.htm.

Michigan Debate Camps – MNDI, 7-Week, Classic

The Unviersity of Michigan Debate Institutes are some of the most highly recommended debate camps. Many of the best nationally competitive debaters attend one of the institutes at Michigan during their high school careers. Last year, alumni from the Michigan institutes combined to win a total of 30 national tournaments.

The Michigan National Debate Institute is 3-week program designed for high school debaters of every experience level from top varsity to novice. It places an emphasis on skill development.

The Michigan Classic is most recommended for rising sophomore debaters. It is a 4-week program with an emphasis on topic analysis and skill development.

The 7-Week Institute is one of the top-rated camps in the nation, with an emphasis on skill development and research production (although every facet of debate is covered throughout the curriculum). It is most recommended for rising juniors and seniors.

Costs:

MNDI = $1800
MNDI + Extension Week = $2550
Classic = $3600
Classic Plus = $4300
Seven Week = $5050

The MNDI extension week focuses on practice debates.

For more information, visit http://www.michigandebate.com/.

NDI-Northwestern Debate Institute

The Northwestern Debate Institute, held in the Evanston, Illinois, works with students to enhance research and argument construction, to hone debating skills, and to learn about the upcoming debate topic. The NDI accepts gifted, serious, and committed high school debaters and has a reputation of producing many successful debaters. At Northwestern University, your child will have a rich educational and social experience. 

The programs and costs* of NDI are as follows:

5-week Seniors (30 students) - $4.800
4-week Juniors (60 students) - $4,000
4-week Sophomores (30 students) - $4,000
3-week All Grades (45 students) - $2,850

* Financial assistance is also available for students who apply. Scholarships for financial assistance are made on the basis of financial need, academic excellence, and debate achievement. 
For more information, visit http://www.northwestern.edu/nhsi/debate/index.html.

SDI- Spartan Debate Institute

SDI is a camp that takes place in Michigan State University. It is unique in that it accepts and tutors students of all range levels. From pre-novices, to novices, to varsity, SDI helps them all expand their debating skills. SDI is a camp that focuses a lot on practice debates. These practice debates ready students for the debate topic and enhance their presentation skills. Additionally, SDI camps have a good staff to help your child explore his or her potentials in debate.

Camp costs* are as follows:

4 Week Camp: $3350
Strategy Forum: $4200 (5 weeks) $1000 (5th only) 
3 Week Camp: $1600 
2 Week Camp: $1100 

The four-week camp’s extra week features extra research work and tournament preparation.

For more information, visit http://debate.msu.edu/index_sdi.html.

UNT – University of North Texas Mean Green Workshop

The Mean Green Workshops were established in 2003 to provide a nationally-competitive institute dedicated to the individual needs of diverse students.  Designed for students of all levels of experience, the Workshops strive to meet your competitive needs, whether winning regionally or on a national level. It is highly recommended for students interested in kritikal arguments. UNT Mean Green Workshops students have won major tournaments in Policy and Lincoln Douglas debate throughout the nation, including the Kentucky Tournament of Champions, the NFL National Tournament, and the TFA State Tournament (the largest state tournament in the nation). 

Each of the camps are all either 2 or 3 weeks and since the camp occurs early, it is sometimes recommended for students to attend the UNT camp in addition to another 3 or 4 week camp in the summer.

Camp costs* are as follows:




Scholars (3 week):  $2500
Kritik Lab (3 week):  $2500
Two Weeks:  $1800
Skills Session (1 week): $1000

For more information, visit http://www.meangreenworkshops.com/index.php.

WNDI-Whitman National Debate Institute

Whitman College is located in the Walla Walla valley at the foothills of the Blue Mountains in southeast Washington. Whitman College provides a beautiful location as well as modern classrooms for serious debate work. WNDI has programs designed to boost novices with research, practice debates, and lectures about arguments in debate. WNDI additionally has its Policy Scholars Program in which 12 individuals are selected to be tutored in advanced aspects of debate.

 
WNDI, like the other camps, provides new social experiences for your child. Living on campus, your child will be engaged in social interaction with friends, coaches, and others. WNDI, and any other debate camp, is a great opportunity to expand your child’s social skills.
The costs of the programs at WNDI are as follows:

· 3 week Policy camp: $2300 (includes tuition, room, 3 meals a day, and $150 non-refundable deposit)

· 3 week Policy Scholars camp: $1800 (includes tuition, room, 3 meals a day, and $150 non-refundable deposit)

· 2 week Policy Camp: $1700 (includes tuition, room, 3 meals a day, and $150 non-refundable deposit)

For more information, visit http://www.whitman.edu/rhetoric/camp/.
*Indicates financial aid may be available


